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To S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n e e r s  ev e ry w h ere !

When I  was e l e c t e d  ch a irm an  o f  th e  1953 
W orld S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  C o n v e n tio n , I  assum ed t h a t  
my d u ty  was to  w ork to  p r e s e n t  th e  b e s t  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n  c o n v e n tio n , b a r  n o n e , t h a t  h a s  b een  
o f f e r e d  a t  any p la c e  o r  a t  any t im e .

T his i s  a l a r g e  o r d e r ---- o b v io u s ly  n o t a
one man jo b .  In  o r d e r  t o  have such a c o n v e n tio n , 
i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  to  p o o l th e  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  
o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v in g  su ch  a 
c o n v e n tio n . I  w ould l i k e  to  b ra g  a b i t  ab o u t 
th e  t a l e n t s  o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s  and e x e c u t iv e  b o a rd . 
As ch a irm an , I  t r i e d  to  p ic k  an  o u ts ta n d in g  
p e r s o n a l i t y  f o r  each  a p p o in t iv e  o f f i c e  o r  c o i m i t t e e ,  
d raw ing  on many o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  
P h i la d e lp h ia  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  S o c ie ty .  F or 
exam ple , L e s te r  D el Rey i s  c o o p e ra t in g  w ith  o u r  
own M il t  Rothman to  p r e s e n t  a th r e e -d a y  p rogram  
you w i l l  lo n g  rem em ber: L. S p rague de Camp i s  
ch a irm an  o f  o u r  R u les  c o rn n it te e ,  and P a r l ia m e n t
a r i a n ;  Sam M oskowitz w i l l  be i n  c h a rg e  o f  th e  
A u c tio n  C om m ittee, and a c t  a s  ou r a u c t io n e e r ;  
and Joe G ibson  i s  w o rk in g  h a rd  on p u b l i c i t y .

Our l o c a l  com m ittee  members have  b r i e f  r e p o r t s  
on t h e i r  work to  d a te  to  g iv e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  and 
y o u ' l l  l e a r n  w here t o  send y o u r  d o l l a r  f o r  
c o n v e n tio n  m em bersh ip . I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th ro u g h o u t 
fandom th e r e  a r e  many t a l e n t e d  p e rs o n s  who c o u ld  
be a p p o in te d ,  and who c o u ld  do an e q u a l ly  c a p a b le  
jo b ; th o s e  p e r s o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  h e a r  t h i s  
a p n e a l :  L e t u s have y o u r  i d e a s ,  y o u r  s u g g e s t io n s .  
L e t a l l  o f  u s ,  from  e v e ry  c lu b  and e v e ry  p la c e  
s t a r t  now, and w ork to g e th e r  so t h a t  n e x t  L abor 
Day w eekend we w i l l  be a t t e n d in g  a CHEAT 
c o n v e n tio n j

S in c e r e ly ,

James A. Williams
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AS YOU KNOW, P h i la d e lp h ia  w i l l  
p la y  h o s t  to  th e  n e x t  c o n v e n tio n  
to  be h e ld  on Septem ber 5 th ,  6 th ,  
and 7 th  o f  1953 . H e r e 's  how i t  
happeneds

The e a r l i e s t  m e n tio n  o f  P h i l l y  
as a p o s s i b le  c o n v e n tio n  s i t e  was 
in  a copy o f  th e  PSFS NEWS ( th e  
b i-w e e k ly  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  th e  P h i l 
a d e lp h ia  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  S o c ie ty )  
e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r .  In  i t  th e  s e c 
r e t a r y  a t te m p te d  to  s t a r t  t h i s  
movement, b u t  nobody to o k  th e  
b a i t .

However, when th e  PSFS w ent o u t 
w est to  th e  C hicago C o n ven tion  
i t  w ent p r e p a re d  to  g iv e  su p p o r t 
to  an E a s te r n  s i t e  f o r  th e  1953 
c o n v e n tio n . We d is c u s s e d  i t  o v e r  
many a g la s s  and when we to o k  th e  
t r a i l  to  C hicago i t  was w ith  th e  
id e a  o f  s u p p o r t in g  New Y ork.

C irc u m sta n ce s  a l t e r  c a s e s .  On 
a r r i v a l  we fo u n d  th e  Na w  York 
c lu b  whom we fa v o r e d  d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m aking a b id .  
So we w ere d e s p e r a te .  We w an ted  
th e  c o n v e n tio n  to  come E a s t ,  b u t  
a p p a r e n t ly  no group  t h a t  r e a l l y  
c o u ld  p u t  on a  c o n v e n tio n  com par
a b le  to  C h ic a g o 's  m a g n if ic e n t  
show w an ted  to  do so and th o s e  
E a s te r n  g ro u p s  t h a t  w an ted  to  t r y  
had  n o t y e t  p ro v en  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .

E veryw here th e  answ er came back 
to  u s :  "Why d o e s n 't  P h i la d e lp h ia  
make a b id ? "

We h e ld  o u t as lo n g  as we 
c o u ld .  We t r i e d  to  evade th e  
q u e s t io n s ,  b u t to  no a v a i l .

P h i la d e lp h ia  had  f i f t e e n  o f  i t s  
members i n  C h icag o . A ll o f  th e s e  
w ere i n s t a n t l y  r e c o g n iz a b le  by 
t h e i r  l a p e l  b u t to n s  em blazoned 
w ith  th e  sym bol o f  th e  PSFS. 
Many o f  o u r  m em bers--!,. Sprague 
de Camp, I rw in  H eyne, James A, 
W illia m s , S o l L ev in , and Dave 
H am m ond--appeared on th e  program .

O th e r s —W ill J e n k in s ,  M il t  & D or- 
ry  Rothman, O zz ie  T ra in ,  Bob Mad- 
l e ,  Jack  Agnew, P au l Work, H aro ld  
Lynch, Je an  B o g e rt , and Tom C la r -  
e s o n ----made th e m se lv e s  known b e 
f o r e  th e  th r e e  days w ere ended .

On th e  second  day o f  th e  con
v e n t io n ,  James A. W illia m s , p r e s 
id e n t  o f  th e  PSFS, c a l l e d  a sp e c 
i a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  P h i la d e lp h ia  
S c ie n c e  F ic t i o n  Society held in 
Room 15U& o f  th e  H o te l M o rriso n , 
We a l l  knew why we w ere th e r e  and 
i t  d id  n o t  l a s t  v e ry  lo n g .  We 
v o te d  u n an im o u sly  to  t r y  f o r  th e  
s i t e  o f  th e  n e x t  c o n v e n tio n .  I n 
s te a d  o f  r a i l r o a d i n g  th e  conven
t i o n  to  New Y ork, c irc u m s ta n c e s  
had  r a i l r o a d e d  th e  c o n v e n tio n  to  
u s !

Then we b eg an  r o l l i n g .  In  th e  
tim e  be tw een  th e  s p e c ia l  m e e tin g  
and th e  a c tu a l  b a l l o t i n g  we had  
p r a c t i c a l l y  o rg a n iz e d  an  E a s te r n  
c o a l i t i o n  o f  fandom . The news 
s p re a d  r a p id l y .  Dave K y le 's  New 
York S c ie n ce  F i c t i o n  C i r c l e  r a l 
l i e d  b eh in d  us a s  d id  th e  New 
Y ork C hap ter o f  th e  L i t t l e  Mon-
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s te p s  o f  A m erica. Don Susan o f  
th e  P i t t s b u r g h  g roup  fa v o re d  
P h i l ly  and so d id  Dick C la rk so n  
o f  B a ltim o re . The S o u th e rn  group  
v o te d  s o l i d l y  f o r  PHILLY IN '5 3 ,  
w ith  H enry B u rw ell o f  A t la n ta  ev 
en t r y in g  to  sw ing  th e  c o n v e n tio n  
to  us by a v o ic e  v o te  a lo n e .  The 
e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  M is s i s s ip p i  ( to o  
bad th e r e  was o n ly  one f a n  from  
M is s i s s ip p i ) )  was b e h in d  u s .  I t  
was even rum ored t h a t  F o r r e s t  J .  
Ackerman, a C a l i f o r n ia n ,  was a -  
mong th e  P h i l l y  s u p p o r te r s .  T hree 
b a l l o t s  w ere n e c e s s a r y  to  d e c id e  
and th e  f i n a l  b a l l o t  r e a d :

P h i la d e lp h ia :  191
San F ra n c is c o :  169

In  the l a s t  m in u te s  th e  I n d ia n 
a p o l is  g roup  u rg e d  i t s  s u p p o r te r s  
to  go F r i s c o ,  b u t  th e  M id w este r
n e rs  whohad b ee n  f o r  I n d ia n a p o l i s  
d ec id ed  P h i l l y  was c l o s e r ,  and 
shoved us a c r o s s .
That c l in c h e d  i t .  We a l l  s t a r e d  
a t  each o th e r ,  a l i t t l e  d azed  and 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  so much h a d  h a p 
pened so so o n . We d id  i t )

'npO em be Y25
0 . O liv e r  J .  Dragon
1 . H a rla n  E l l i s o n
2. Peggy Gwosdof 
J .  M e r r i l l  Gwosdof
4 .  E . E. Evans
5 . H ielma D. Hamm
6 . Joan Evans H anlon
7 . W a lte r  J .  D augherty
8 .  L ulu  D augherty
9 .  Gregg C a lk in s

10 . Woody A yres
1 1 . Ron J .  Vogt
12 . L a rry  Madock
13 . Gar W illiam son
14 . R o b e rt Rhodes
15 . N elson  A rm strong
1 6 . A lan Wood
1 7 . D ick C la rk so n

1 8 . Bea M ahaffey
19 . S he lby  V ick
20. S tephen  S c h u l th e is
21 . F ra n k l in  D ie tz
22 . Don R lv e n e ss
23. R o b e rt  R lv en e ss
24. P a t r i c i a  Lake
25 . Dave Van Arnam
26. D avid I s h
27- O liv e r  S a a r i
28 . V i r g in ia  S a a r i
29 . Mark R e in sb e rg
3 0 . D iane S . R e in sb e rg
3 1 . W ill S ykora
3 2 . J u l i a n  C. May
3 3 . Ted D lk ty
34 . Ben P . Ja so n
3 5 . John L. M il la r d
3 6 . W illia m  D. G ran t
3 7 . E. N. McKeown
3 8 . Lee Hoffman
3 9 . W a lte r  W i l l i s
4 0 . A l a s t a i r  Cameron
4 1 . F o r r e s t  J .  Ackerman
4 2 . Wendayne Ackerman
4 3 . Ben C h o ro st
4 4 . E rn e s t  P osey
4 5 . Sol L ev in
4 6 . James A. W illia m s
4 7 . B i l l  B en thake
4 8 . Sam M oskow itz
4 9 . S v e rre  A. Sennes
5 0 . Oswald T ra in
5 1 . N ic h o la s  L ord!
5 2 . Jo e  G ibson
5 3 . David A. Kyle
54 . Ja c k  Agnew
5 5 . James L ord
5 6 . Bob Madle

5 7 . M ilto n  A. Rothman
5 8 . C lyde T. H anback
5 9 . F ra n c e s  Forman
6 0 . A lan  E . N ourse
6 1 . L e s te r  Del Rey
6 2 . E v e ly n  H a r r is o n
6 3 . Je a n  B o g e rt
6 4 . A lb e r t  P epper
6 5 . R u s s e l l  Swanson
6 6 . L. S prague de Camp
67* L y le  K e s s le r
6 8 . P a u l Work
(C o n tin u e d  on Page 11)
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CABLE ADDRESS
BE L LSTR A T

VtCE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER

(The Sdletoue Slraiforii
Philadelphia 2,Pa.

T1 HIS Is the news about your ho
tel for 1953. It is good news, 
too. Hie hotel is the world-fam
ous Bellvue-Stratford. Located 
at the fashiohable crossroads of 
mid-city Philadelphia, the Bell
vue-Stratford is known for com
fort and hospitality. Service, 
also, is a tradition of long 
standing. Courteous, efficient 
employees keep up the gracious 
standard of living. Elevators 
and modern bathrooms and quiet 
rooms typify the Bellvue.
You will like the luxury; the 

wide, high-ceilinged corridors; 
the gay, charmingly decorated en
tertainment rooms; the dining 
rooms and restaurants.

And, we think you'll like the 
convenient locatioh of the hotel. 
If you arrive by plane, airport 
limousines leave you right at the 
door. Airport limousine service 
is headquartered at the Bellvue. 
By train - you are only a short 
taxi trip from all of the rail
road stations servicing Philad
elphia. By bus - it is a matter 
of walking about three blocks. 
By car - you simply step out at 
the front entrance and the atten
dant takes care of parking or ga
rage storage. He will have it 
for you whenever you need it - at 
a few minutes notice.

Here is a quote from a letter 
written by Miss Adele M. Downey, 
the Bellvue-Stratford1s Conven
tion Manager:"It is our pleasure to offer a 
flat rate at this period of the 
year to all of your delegates 
which would be single rooms with 
bath - $6.00 dally, double rooms 
with bath - $10.00 daily for two 
persons. A cot can be provided 
in any double room at an addi
tional rate of $3.00.

"The hotel has available an ex
cellent Coffee Shop, with moder
ate prices, as well as the Strat
ford Garden, for more formal din
ing, and the Hunt Room - the Bar.

"We have an excellent trained 
Convention Staff, and you may be 
sure that no effort would be 
spared by them to make your Con
vention an outstanding one."

Later, you will receive cards 
on which you can make your res
ervations for the Convention. We 
suggest that you make early res
ervations so your room can be 
near the center of activities. 
You all remember the trouble we 
had in Chicago with the elevator 
service!

The advantages of the Bellvue 
grow better the more you consider 
them. For example, there will be 
no other convention going on in
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the hotel at that time. The ho
tel will be all ours. In case 
you want to be unusually extro
verted at the Convention and you 
have gotten the idea that the 
hotel is a little fussy, you can 
forget that: "On your Convention 
floor, too, you'll be undisturbed 
and unhampered by outside guests 
or other activities. You may 
literally 'take over' your Con
vention floor or section, as the 
case may be." As final proof, 
we offer the fact that the Amer
ican Legion has used this hotel 1

Now, in this first Progress 
Report, we are not sure just ex
actly what you need to know about 
the hotel. We would only have to 
repeat it anyway. For example, 
there are various ins and outs 
connected with the hotel rates. 

We can, for example, convert one 
of the larger rooms into a dorm
itory of sorts and pack in the 
fans by the hundreds, but that's 
only an emergency measure. The 
hotel tells us they have from 
400 to 500 rooms to be made ready 
for us. In Chicago, 271 rooms 
were used by Conventioneers. We 
feel, however, that since the 
Bellvue rates will not change be
fore the Convention and are com
parable to nearby hotels that you 
will want to stay there to make 
sure you are right on the scene. 
Unlike some large hotels, we will 
have both AC and DC current at 
our disposal for recorders.

If you have any questions, you 
know our address. Let us hear if 
we forgot something.
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I'm sure this special space helmet will solve your problem.
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GOOD NEWS
A NEW ADVERTISING MEDIUM

There has recently come to our at
tention the fact that advertising 
in the pages of the five scheduled 
Progress Reports of the 11th World 
Science Fiction Convention would 
be of great service.
First of all, this Progress Report 
will go to those people Interested 
in attending the 11th Convention. 
People interested in the Conven
tion are those most interested in 
science fiction. If you purchase 
an advertisement you see that it 
will go only to the real live wire 
science fiction fan. And we can 
assure you that these Progress Re
ports will be well distributed. 
There are 2500 copies printed of 
this, the first issue. We may 
find it necessary to print even 
more of the later issues.

THEREFORE, we solicit your adver
tising. Your support insures not 
only your own success, but helps 
defray the costs of putting out 
these Progress Reports.
ADVERTISING RATES
Full page..............$15
Half page...............$8
Quarter page............$5

We will arrange your advertising matter in any 
* way that you wish. We suggest you write to 
the editor for further Information.

News and advertising of regional conferences, etc. 
accepted at a special rate.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ I T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T j i ? j ; T T T T V T ■ 3 T T , T T T T T ................. ... ....................................................
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THE CONVENTION REPORT
Here, in  b r ie f  a r t i c l e s ,  th e  v a r 
io u s  members o f  your C onvention  
Committee re p o r t what th ey  are  
d o in g . We are an x iou s to  hear  
your comments and a l l  your q u es
t io n s .  You know our a d d r ess . 
When w r it in g  to  any s p e c i f i c  com
m itte e  be sure to  n o te  on your 
l e t t e r  which com m ittee you are  
w r it in g ------ t h i s  w i l l  s im p lify  our 
m ail d i s t r ib u t io n  and guarantee  
you a f a s t e r  r e p ly .  And now--------  
l e t ' s  se e  what t h i s  com m ittee i s  
d o in g .
-  RULES COMMITTEE
1j . Sprague de Camp, chairm an, 
subm its th e  fo l lo w in g  re p o r t:

The R u les Committee has drawn 
up a body o f  r u le s  fo r  th e  work
in g  o f  th e  E leven th  World S c ien ce  
F ic t io n  C onvention , p ro v id in g  fo r  
m eetin g s , f o r  th e  e l e c t io n  o f  o f 
f i c e r s ,  and f o r  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
an E xecu tiv e  Board to  h and le th e  
d a y -to -d a y  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  com
m itte e  .

B efore th e  C onvention m eets, 
th e  R u les Committee w i l l  com pile 
a proposed body o f  r u le s  f o r  th e  
conduct o f  th e  C onvention i t s e l f ,  
to  be subm itted  to  th e  C onvention  
f o r  i t s  approval a t  i t s  f i r s t  
s e s s io n .  During th e  C onvention  
th e  R u les Committee w i l l  Judge 
q u e s t io n s  o f  p arliam en tary  pro
cedure and w i l l  a c t  a s a cred en 
t i a l s  com m ittee in  approving b ld s  
f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r 's  conven
t io n .

I arrangements committee
f  a t  th e  '53 C onvention you 

would care to  im bibe a beverage  
o f  e x t r a t e r r e s t r ia l  v in ta g e ;  i f  
th e  C onvention would be a su cc ess  
fo r  you i f  you cu d dle up w ith  a 
f in e - f e a th e r e d  fem ale fa n  from 
th e  seven th  moon o f  J u p ite r  or a 
four-arm ed male from Mars (Depen
d ing  on your g e n d e r ); i f  you want 
to  ord er your l iq u o r  by th e  c a s e , 
have a hand in  th e p ro v er b ia l 
poker game, have d u l l  speakers 
‘'s i le n c e d " ; or do an yth in g  ou t o f  
th e  ord in ary --------th en , by a 1 1 
means, c o n ta c t  th e Arrangements 
Committee and maybe we w i l l  f i x  
i t  up and maybe we w o n 't.

The Arrangements Committee, as 
headed by Ir v in  Heyne, w i l l  be a 
very im portant p a rt o f  th e  con
v en tio n  as th a t  d a te  r o l l s  n ear. 
The Committee w i l l  a c t  as a 
c le a r in g  house fo r  fe n  in te r e s t e d  
in  sh arin g  t r a n s p o r ta t io n , to  
ta b u la te  garag in g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 
to  make sure th a t  th o se  p eop le  
a r r iv in g  e a r ly  to  se e  th e  c i t y  
and to  shop w i l l  know where th ey  
are  g o in g .

I f  you have any d i f f i c u l t i e s  
about th e  forthcom ing C onvention  
o r  any problem s o r  su g g e s t io n s ,  
drop a l i n e  to  th e  Arrangements 
Committee.
THE ART COMMITTEE

i s  busy i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h i s  and 
fu tu r e  p ro g re ss  r e p o r t s ,  a r t i c l e s  
in  v a r io u s  fa n z in e s ,  and in  p o s
t e r s  b ein g  d isp la y e d  in  v ar iou s  
c o l le g e s  and l ib r a r ie s  b o o stin g  
th e  co n v en tio n .

We would l i k e  some a s s i s ta n c e  on 
t h i s .  I f  y o u 'r e  an a r t i s t ,  l e t  
us know i f  y o u 're  in t e r e s t e d  in  
d oing some work fo r  the conven
t io n .  We are e s p e c ia l ly  in t e r 
e s te d  in  pen and ink  draw ings, 
th a t  average about 2"x3n in  s i z e ,  
althou gh  la r g e r  p ic s  up to  f u l l  
page may be u sed , p ro v id in g  in 
q u iry  i s  made f i r s t .
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The ta s k  o f your n u b l ic i ty  com
m itte e  f a l l s  in  two l e v e l s ,  bo th  
in ten d ed  to  g iv e  th e  most in t e n 
s iv e  and w idespread  p u b l ic i ty  
th a t  sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  conven tions 
have y e t r e c e iv e d . F i r s t ,  and o f 
more im ned ia te  Im portance, i s  th e  
c o n ta c tin g  o f  a l l  fen  and p ro s  so 
th a t  everyone, n o t ju s t  a few 
groups, may be re p re s e n te d  in  the  
program and aud ience  n ex t y e a r . 
You now have th e  f i r s t  P ro g ress  
R eport; in  a d d i t io n , you w i l l  be 
h e a rin g  from com m ittee members 
r e g u la r ly .  The id e a  o f t h i s  le v 
e l  i s  th r e e f o ld :  News r e le a s e s  
and f e a tu r e  a r t i c l e s  in  a l l  pro 
and fa n z in e s ;  l e t t e r s  to  a l l  fe n , 
o ld ,  neophy te , o r undecided 
rtiose  l e t t e r s  a re  p u b lish e d  in  
th e  m agazines t h i s  y e a r and l e t 
t e r s  to  a l l  o ld ,  neophy te , o r  un
dec id ed  a u th o rs  who p u b lis h  oc
c a s io n a l s t o r i e s  in  th e  g en re ; 
and t h i r d ,  any o th e r  l e t t e r s  nec
e ssa ry  to  uncover fen  who read  
only In  dark  c o rn e rs , n o t l e t t i n g  
us h e a r  from them.

On the  e x te n s iv e  l e v e l ,  we hope 
to  p la c e  in  th e  y e a r  ahead, a r t 
i d  es on th e  h i s to r y ,  e v o lu tio n , 
and i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  f i e l d  o f 
sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  f o r  a f t e r  a l l ,  
sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  i s  p r im a r i ly  a 
l i t e r a r y  movement. Not only  
w i l l  toe seek p u b l ic a t io n  in  th e  
fa n z in e s  and p ro z in e s  in  t h i s  
g en re , bu t in  any magazine whose 
e d i t o r 's  arm we can tw i s t .

The sooner we g a in  th e  c r i t  l e a l  
and p o p u la r  approval o f  th e  pub
l i c  a t  la rg e ,  th e  b e t t e r  f o r  ev
eryone in  th e  f i e l d :  more s to r i e s  
in  more mags f o r  fen  and more 
le t tu c e  f o r  th e  p ro s .  I  have an 
e x c e l le n t  com m ittee b eh in d  me 
th a t  in c lu d es  Alan E. Nourse ,  
whose l a t e s t  n o v e le t .  Nightmare 
B ro th e r , w i l l  ap p ear s h o r t ly  in  
ASTOUNDING; Clyde Hanback, e d i to r  
o f  Space M ^ az in e ; David fynon , 
p o p u la r  a u th o r in  WEIRD TALES; 
Joe Gibson o f Newark,whose new

novel i s  to  be f e a tu re d  in  OTHER 
WORLDS; W ill J e n k in s , well-known 
c o l le c to r  o f  s c ie n c e - fa n ta s y  and 
as a u th o r i ty  on Max Brand; Peggy 
Gordon, a very  p r e t t y  s e n io r  a t  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  P en n sy lvan ia ; 
and Bud Waldo, e d i t o r i a l  a s so 
c i a t e  on HOLIDAY m agazine; and 
as chairm an o f th e  com m ittee i s  
yours t r u l y  Tom C la reso n , who 
doubles in  te a c h in g  E n g lish  at 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  P en n sy lv an ia , and in  
adding new item s to  th e  b ib l io g 
raphy o f h i s  book, "Where D arling  
M onsters Romps a C r i t i c a l  Study 
o f  American S cience F ic t io n ,  Vol. 
I ,  which w i l l  be read y  f o r  pub
l i c a t i o n  by summer.

And t h a t 's  a l l  from th e  p u b l i 
c i t y  com m ittee excep t to  ask f o r  
v o lu n te e rs  to  h e lp  us and to  o f 
f e r  any su g g e s tio n s  you may have .

MEMBERSHIP (C ont.)
69. W ill Jen k in s
7 0 . Dorothy Rothman
7 1 . Tom C lareson
7 2 . H arry A lsd o rf
7 3 . Jo s . G. D i t t r i c k
7 4 . N e l l ie  D illingham
75 . Ruth D illingham
76. Bud Waldo
77. H arold  Lynch
7 8 . M arjo rie  Taylor
79. Dsuglas M itc h e ll
80 . R ichard  Ferg
81 . George 0 . Smith
8 2 . Dona Smith
8 J . J .  E. Forbes
84. Hal Shapiro
85 . A. C harles C atan ia
86. Ann Morton Nourse
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THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE

I t  i s  to o  e a r ly  f o r  a n y th in g  s p e 
c i f i c  to  be s a id  c o n c e r n in g  th e  
program . The com m ittee  h a s  sp e n t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t im e  t a lk in g  
about th e  g e n e r a l  form  o f  th e  
program , and one d e f i n i t e  id e a  
h as come o u t o f  t h e s e  t a lk s  s t h i s  
i s  g o in g  to  b e a s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  
C o n v e n tio n , Slot a p u b l i s h e r s 1 
c o n v e n t io n , n or  a s c i e n c e  con ven 
t i o n ,  n o r  a w r i t e r ' s  c o n v e n t io n .  
I t  w i l l  b e  a s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  co n 
v e n t io n  f o r  ev e r y o n e  who h as any 
i n t e r e s t  in  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n .

S e v e r a l  id e a s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id 
e r e d  and d rop p ed , b e c a u se  th e y  
w ould  b r in g  in  p e o p le  and o r g a n 
i z a t i o n s  h a v in g  n o th in g  t o  do 
w ith  th e  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  f i e l d .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  a g e n e r a l  r u le  in  th e  
p a s t  t h a t  w h en ever th e r e  h a s  b een  
a c o n v e n t io n  sp e a k e r  ch o sen  sim 
p ly  b e c a u se  h e  w as a c e l e b r i t y  in  
th e  w o r ld  o f  s c i e n c e ,  h i s  t a l k  
h as o f t e n  b een  s l i g h t l y  on th e  
d u l l  s i d e .  T h is we hope we can  
a v o id . We w i l l  n o t  p ro m ise  you  
p e o p le  su ch  as Ferm i o r  E in s t e in .  
We a r e  g o in g  t o  p ro m ise  you  a 
program  c r e a te d  by  p e o p le  r ig h t  
i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n - -  
p e o p le  who sp eak  ou r la n g u a g e , 
and sp eak  i t  e x p e r t l y .  We w i l l  be 
r e p o r t in g  i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  th e  
P r o g r e ss  R e p o r t.

THE AUCTION COMMITTEE 

w i l l  so o n  b e  b u sy  g e t t i n g  o r i g i n 
a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  o r i g i n a l  manu
s c r i p t s ,  r a r e  b ook s and mag
a z in e s  f o r  th e  c o n v e n t io n . AnX- 
on i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o n a tin g  any
th in g  to  th e  a u o t io n  i s  i n v i t e d  
to  l e t  u s  know im m e d ia te ly .

There w i l l  be some u n u su a l f e a 
t u r e s  to  t h i s  a u c t io n .  For e x 
am p le, we h op e t o  p u b l i s h  i n  th e  
f i n a l  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  b e fo r e  th e  
c o n v e n tio n  a c a ta lo g u e  l i s t i n g  

some o f  th e  more im p o rta n t ite m s  
i n  th e  a u c t io n .  T h is  w i l l  a llo w  
th o s e  p e o p le  u n a b le  to  a t te n d  th e  
c o n v e n t io n  to  make m a i l  b id s  on  
it e m s  th e y  m igh t o th e r w is e  h ave  
no o p p o r tu n ity  to  p u r c h a se . A l
s o ,  t h i s  e a r ly  d e s c r ip t io n  w i l l  
make th e  a u c t io n  more e x c i t i n g ,  
by e x p e d it in g  more sp eed  and l i n 
g u i s t i c  m a r v e ls  from  th e  a u c t io n 
e e r .

PROGRAM BOOKLET
D avid K y le , e d i t o r  o f  th e  Conven
t i o n  B o o k le t ,  h a s  no r e a l  s t a t e 
ment to  make e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  book  
w i l l  be p h o t o - o f f s e t . I t  i s  f e l t  
t h a t  t h i s  h a s  g r e a t e r  p o s s i b i l 
i t i e s  f o r  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  fa n  a r t  
and p h o to s  w ith o u t  th e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  m aking c o s t l y  p l a t e s .  We h ave  
a s s ig n e d  p r i c e s  f o r  C on ven tion  
B o o k le t  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  (P le a s e  
n o te  . th a t  t h i s  a p p l i e s  o n ly  to  
th e  C on ven tion  B o o k le t  and n o t  to  
P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t s ) .  T hese p r i c e s ,  
w h ich  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  c h a n g e , a r e  
h e r e  g iv e n :

P r o f e s s io n a l  r a t e s
f u l l  page -  $35  
h a l f  p age  -  $20  
q u a r te r  p age -$ 1 2 .5 0

Fan r a t e s
f u l l  p age -  $15  
h a l f  p age -  $8  
q u a r te r  p age  -  $5 
b o o s t e r  a d v t .  -  $2

A d v e r tis e m e n ts  a r e  a l s o  b e in g  
s o l i c i t e d  from  P h i la d e lp h ia  book 
s t o r e s  and e a t i n g  p l a c e s ,  so  th a t  
th e  C on ven tion  B o o k le t  w i l l  a ls o  
s e r v e  a s  a g u id e  to  v a r io u s  
p la c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t .

Dave K yle was n o t  c o n ta c te d  
soon  enough to  w r i t e  h i s  own a r t 
i c l e  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e ,  b u t we a s 
su r e  you P r o g r e s s  R ep ort #2 w i l l  
h ave Dave on d e c k  w ith  in fo rm a 
t i o n  f o r  y o u .
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SEND ONE DOLLAR TO THE
11th World. Science Fiction Convention
Box 2019
Philadelphia 3, Pa
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EXTRAPOLATIONS
T his l a  th e  f i r s t  tim e t h i s  c o l
umn haa appeared  b e fo re  you. Let 
ua g iv e  you f a i r  w arning. Thia 
l a  a ram bling  column. Many 
th in g s  in  I t  a re  on ly  th e  o p in io n  
o f th e  e d i to r ;  many th in g s  in  I t  
a re  ju s t  p ipe  dream s; and a good 
b i t  o f I t  I s  I r r e l e v a n t .  This 
column w i l l  sk ip  from s u b je c t  to  
s u b je c t  In  a com plete ly  annoying 
manner; I t  w i l l  go in  a s  many 
d i r e c t io n s  a s  a VAN VOGT s to ry ;  
i t  I s  a h a rd  t r a i l  to  fo llo w  and 
th e  o n ly  s ig n  p o e ts  a re  th a t  
NAMES w i l l  be pu t In to  c a p i t a l  
l e t t e r s  and so w i l l  SUBJECTS.

L e t ' s go !
NEWS! WILLY LEY h as accep 
te d  o u r o f f e r  to  be g u e s t 
o f honor In  P h ila d e lp h ia  In  
'5 3 . We have j u s t  re c e iv e d  
th e  news and we a re  very  
g lad  to  p a ss  I t  on to  you.

T e n ta tiv e  p la n s  a ls o  t e l l  u s 
t h a t  'the to a s tm a s te r  o f  th e  ban
q u e t w i l l  be none o th e r  than  
ISAAC ASIMOV (Whose name we can 
s p e l l  c o r r e c t ly ) .

THIS copy o f th e  PROGRESS RE
PORT i s  to  be d i s t r ib u te d  a t  th e  
November 1 6 th , 1952, annual P h i l 
a d e lp h ia  C onference ( r e f e r r e d  to  
a s  th e  PHILLYCON). B efore o r  a f 
t e r  t h i s  Conference th e re  w i l l  be 
a m eeting  o f th e  PUBLICITY COM
MITTEE. Non-commlttee members, 
I n t e r e s t e d  in  jo in in g  o r  ju s t  
d e s iro u s  o f l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  p ro 
ceed in g s  a re  in v i te d .  TOM CLARE- 
SON, chairm an, w i l l  announce th e  
tim e and p la c e .

BOB TUCKER, w h ile  we are  on the  
s u b je c t  o f th e  PHILLYCON, e x p ec ts  
to  be in  town and w i l l  p ro b ab ly  
t a l k  abou t what went wrong w ith  
th e  p u b l ic i ty  p lanned  a t  th e  Chi
cago C onvention. T h i s  may be 

some k ind of a s t a r t l i n g  expose, 
so pay a t t e n t io n .

A lso , w e'd  l ik e  to  thank  BOB 
TUCKER f o r  th e  adv ice  and a s s i s 
ta n c e  he has ren d e red  to  th e  PRO
GRESS REPORT.

L a te s t  word from Tucker v i l l a — 
LEE HOFFMAN w il l  be a t  th e  PHIL
LYCON on November 1 6 th .

And, speak ing  o f th an k s , we a re  
v e ry  th a n k fu l to  BURR TILLSTROM, 
o f th e  K u k lap o lltan  p la y e r s ,  f o r  
th e  more th an  e x c e l le n t  b lu rb ln g  
he gave to  th e  Chicago Convention 
and sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  in  g e n e ra l .

In  re c o g n itio n  of BURR'S i n t e r 
e s t  and e s p e c ia l ly  to  th a t  shown 
by OLIVER J .  ERAGON we a re  p re 
s e n tin g  membership card  #0 to  be 
in s c r ib e d  to  OLIVER J . ERAGON.

A lthough MEMBERSHIP CARDS a re  
in  a c t iv e  p re p a ra t io n , th ey  a re  
n o t ready  a t  t h i s  w r i t in g . The 
m inu tes o f th e  Convention Commit
te e  t e l l  us what to  e x p e c t : "A 
d is c u s s io n  o f membership ca rd  de
s ig n s . R obert A. Madle proposed 
a ca rd  w ith  th e  PSFS in s ig n ia  and 
SOL LEVIN amended t h i s  p ro p o sa l 
by su g g estin g  th e  PSFS d es ig n  ap
p e a r on th e  back o f th e  ca rd  w ith  
a d es ig n  by LEVIN on th e  f ro n t  
made e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  th e  o cca s io n . 
A ca rd  p r in te d  in  two c o lo rs  was 
dec id ed  u p o n ."

Memberships f o r  th e  Convention 
a re  t r i c k l i n g  in  very  slow ly , be
cau se , ex cep t f o r  b r i e f  m entions 
in  th e  PSFS NEWS and o th e r  p la c e s  
a round, our p u b l ic i ty  has n o t y e t 
begun to  s t a r t  h i t t i n g .  With 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f t h i s  P ro g re ss  Re
p o r t ,  th in g s  w i l l  r e a l ly  b eg in  to  
r o l l  a lo n g .

We s t i l l  have a problem to  
c l e a r  up on t h i s .  We p la n  to  
send t h i s  P ro g re ss  R eport to  ev
eryone who bought a membership in



PROGRESS REPORT # 1 Page 15

the Chicago Convention. Unfor
tunately, the CHICAGO MAILING 
LIST has not yet arrived and we 
are fairly helpless without it 
until some of our advertising be
gins to make itself felt.
As you know and have noticed in 

this Progress Report we have been 
calling the 11th World Science 
Fiction Convention the 11th World 
Science Fiction Convention. We 
do not intend to use any trick 
names for it in official pre-Con
vention publications. This is 
being done, not to attempt to be 
"mature" or stuffed-shlrtish, but 
for certain other reasons de
signed to make science fiction 
conventions as well known and as 
legitimate as any other conven
tion. Of course, in fanzines you 
can call it anything you wish. 
The name Pennvention has been 
suggested and others may favor 
Philcon-2. We leave it up to 
you. Call us anything you like, 
but don't forget to mention that 
it is PHILLY IN '53!

Many suggestions have come up 
for publicizing the Convention. 
HAROLD LYNCH has suggested that 
photos of interesting scenes and 
sights around Philadelphia be ta
ken, made into color slides, and 
sent to various fan clubs around 
the country together with a story 
to fit it---- Perhaps the whole 
thing is a chronicle of the ad
ventures of some extraterrestrial 
being, or something. Slides can 
be distributed free of charge and 
so used for the purpose of arous
ing interest in the fan who has 
never been to Philadelphia and 
make him want to attend. If this 
Idea sounds good to you, let us 
know.

Another Idea is to have a new 
never-before-shown SCIENCE FIC
TION MOVIE have its premiere in 
Phllly during the Convention. We 
would try to get it in an actual 
theatre and perhaps guarantee the 
place so many seats to be taken.

Then we are planning to have a 
special showing at the FELS PLAN
ETARIUM in the FRANKLIN INSTI
TUTE. Few cities have planetar
iums and if you have never seen 
one in operation you have missed 
something. MILT ROTHMAN is at
tempting to work this into the 
program and try to get them to 
present their TRIP TO MARS talk. 
While here in Phllly it would al
so be worth your while to visit 
the ART MUSEUM out on the Frank
lin Parkway; and while you're out 
that way, you can take in the AC
ADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES, the 
FREE LIBRARY, the ZOOLOGICAL GAR
DENS, the RODIN MUSEUM, and the 
AQUARIUM. PHILADELPHIA is proud 
of its many parks: in comparison 
to its size, Philadelphia has the 
largest number of parks of any 
city. We also have a lot of old 
traditional places of interest 
that we'll tell you all about---  
in another issue.
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